k3

=2

l oy Approved ' ‘ AR ' 0359-1
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00060003

N CONFIDENTIAL/ SECURTTY INFORMATIOK— 25%1
l CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NOQ
tNFORMATION REPORT "o
e : i
F _ _ .
~COUNTRY ussy (Estonia) DATE DISTR.Z6 Dez 1952
SUBJECT Kobtla Jjdrve 0il Shale Processing Plant NO. OF PAGES & !
25X1
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW,
' 25X1
DATE SUPPLEMENT TO ‘
ACQUIRED BY SOURCE REPORT NQ.
DATE OF INFORMATION H
: THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
J 25X1
SQURCH
Locution 25%1
1. i
I The plant is locatdd on a roag vhich runs paraliel
' tc the wain route from Leningrad to Taliin, When the Soviets invaded Bstonia
in 1940, their tanks traversed this roag from east to west, The plant is
located approximate wiies west of Narve and about the same distance
east of Rakvere, 25X1

Shale Mining

2. The 01l shale processed at the plant was mined in tha ‘mmsdigte area, The

shafta ren directly 'mder tne plant, the open 5%
Pit operatione nacd been abc\ndoned, and all the ninivg . Aroticns weras under-
grcund, I de not know how wany miners ware empleyed or any deteils of mining

methods. The abmofnned open plts were lonisad sboul, w0 miles northyest of
ks plent.

Housing end Office Bulldings

3. The executive homes [sec Enologure (4) 7 were three-storied, They were in
Tows of five on thrae 3lresta, The director, chief chemist, and doctor each
cccupled an entire dwelling, The rest of the houses were divided into three-

Toom apartments, one apartment om Ore I do not recall any details of 1
-_the construction of tbese houges. . 25X

He wag responaible for operations &nd sales, both domestic T
and export, I do not recall any details ’of the workers' barracks since I

never visited them. /Bee Englogure (4) "o Both the Plapt workars and miners
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lived there., The executive homes and the worker's barracks vere about one
} helf mile from the blant. We efther walkel oI used ou.r_rbicyclcs to truvel

between them, The office building [s-ee Enelosure (A}, 7as a frame two-

story building, very barn-like in appearancs, Tis dimensions were approximetely
ho*x180%, It was situated in g lover-lying ersa and its roof was level with

‘the rosd. The restaurant was a one- story frame bullding slightly larger than
the office building. Actually 1t was more of a community house. Hovies and
Piays were shown there. Tt Was open to everybody. The restawrant was on the
south side of the building and was cafeteria style, Very fsw nlant pargcnnel

Bte thaya

Highways

L. The highway was - fwo-lans girt rozd. I+ was ar experimental road impregnated
with an oil from the plant, then rolled,

Plant

5¢ The plant 1tself was Surrounded ty an eigh+. fag- Gsclone chain<link fence. We
entered the plant through the main gate, shovel our passes to the watchman, and
left our bicycles, The generator building was about 20° square and 25! in height,
constructed of corcrete with a flat roof. The wacte gases obtained during the
shale Processing were used to move the generators, T never visited this build-
ing.

0. In each of the oil treatment tuildings thers were four distilling towers about
30-40 feet high. The shale wag transported to the top of the buildings by a }
conveyor and dumped¢ into the towers. It was so controlled that a certain amount i
of shale fell into the fire at the bottom and was used a&s fuel for the removal ]
of the oll from *he other shale, Tha fuel rroduced was led of? in pipes to the H
reservoizs, These three bulldings had frour stories and were 60.80! high, The j
wells were built of heavy stene and asch story was supported by heavy sceel i
beamg. They vere rathe» old faghioned in Appearance although built about 1926, f
Building I-1 5&9 Enclosure (A)] contained two cyelindrieal open vats, about 12! in |
diameter and six seat high., I wowld estimate their capacity at 50U cubic it.

| The 0il3in these tanks weanre treated with sodium Rrdroxide for reasons unimown
) to me. the Estonian government was laying foundations
for a ? gkale treztmant building., 1 have heard that the Boviets completad

the building during their 194%0-41 occupation.
2roducts

Ts I would estimate the plant had 400 -500 production smrkers, There vere five
femsie technicians in the production control leburatory and five chemists in
the research lab., Thesge facilitias ware located ‘n Building Z.2, The crude
produced could be fractionsd to gasoline [Potiing ko°-gogg'5°g§; petroleun
ether /huiling 60°-‘-.20°§.‘] = 10%; keroaene /boiliag 120%.1 7= 0% vays snd
residusls-15¢. The kermsens was subjected to cracking in Bullding B /see Encios-
ury (Wv This building wau Coupletaly overshadovag oy the ghoie treatments
hudizinga,

8. The oil produces was not composed of saturatac hydroearbons s 8 great part ofo
it was rhenolic 3v origin. The emphasis was Placed on kerosene Eoiling. 1207 -
180°g7 « The gascline Produced wes dsfinitaly of a mush lower quality than
imported gasoline vhich corsiated for the woBt part of saturated hydrocarbons,
Combustion was not complete since the gasoline containeq sulphur and gave off
80y fumes. There were no foreign elemenis Present other than sulphur. The
best gasoline Produced wae about 70 octana,

9. All the products were racked into drums of ahout 50-60 gallon capacity. There
¥as & small engine in the yard to shift care. I do not know whether there was
8 railroad siding or whethay rroducts vere trucked to the railroasd stetion.

Wartime Status
——hartus
10. I have heard that the plant was demaged by the Germans vhen they retreated

but that it has been rebuilt ang expanded by the Soviets, I believe that
Production could be increased four-fold from the highest production under the
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Estonian republic by the introduction of vetter

no figures, however, on actual Estonien product o ning technlques. I have
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